
PROCEEDINGS OF THE CENTRAL BROWN COUNTY WATER AUTHORITY 
 
Pursuant to §19.84 Wis. Stats, a regular meeting of the Central Brown County Water Authority 
Board of Directors was held on Wednesday, January 25, 2023 at the Town of Ledgeview Community 
Center, 3700 Dickenson Road, De Pere, WI, and via video conference. 
 

Present: Allouez – Chris Sampson 
Bellevue – Ben Krumenauer 
Denmark – Susan Selner 
De Pere – Larry Delo (video) 
Howard – Geoff Farr 
Ledgeview – Sarah Burdette 
Lawrence – Patrick Wetzel 
 

Also Present: 
 

Cole Buergi, Leonard & Finco 
Gary Rosenbeck, McMahon (video) 
Nic Sparacio, CBCWA General Manager 
 

 
The meeting was called to order at 3:00 p.m. by President Sarah Burdette of Ledgeview. 
 
Roll Call: 
Roll Call was taken as recorded above.  (Attendees present via video conference are noted above 
with “video.”) 
 
Approval of Agenda: 

1. Approve agenda 
Burdette noted that Cole Buergi is present to assist with discussion for agenda item 8 
(Communication Planning) and recommended that the item be moved earlier on the 
agenda. 
Motion made by Denmark, seconded by Lawrence to take item 8 as the first 
Administrative Action and Report and to approve the agenda as amended. 
MOTION UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

 
Approval of Minutes: 

2. December 14, 2022 regular meeting 
There were no revisions to the draft minutes.  This and the following item were acted on 
together. 
 

3. December 14, 2022 Communication Planning meeting 
There were no revisions to the draft minutes. 
Motion made by De Pere, seconded by Bellevue to approve the minutes of the regular 
Board meeting and of the Communication Planning meeting, both of December 14, 2022. 
MOTION UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 
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Member Appointments:   
4. Technical Committee Alternate for the Village of Bellevue: Mike Mahloch 

Burdette stated the Mike Mahloch has been recommended as Alternate to the Technical 
Committee for Bellevue and requested a motion on this appointment. 
Motion made by Howard, seconded by Denmark to approve the appointment of Mike 
Mahloch as the Technical Committee Alternate for the Village of Bellevue. 
MOTION UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

 
Public Comment and Appearances: 

5. None. 
 

Administrative Actions & Reports:   
8. Communication Planning 

Cole Buergi reviewed the status of the Denmark groundbreaking event.  A media invitation 
will be provided prior to the groundbreaking, and a news release will also be provided after 
the event.  The Denmark newspaper is included in these communications.  Nic Sparacio 
reviewed the invitation list and noted that it was very similar to the list for the document 
signing reception. 
 
Buergi then reported on progress with the Water Authority’s social media campaign.  The 
page is up and running with a good level of initial engagement.  Discussion continued on 
ways to expand the reach of the page.  Burdette asked whether it would be helpful to 
include in local newsletters an announcement of the Authority’s new social media page.  
Buergi responded that this would be helpful, and he will put together a brief announcement 
so that a consistent message can be used by any of the Members.  He encouraged the 
Members to like and follow the page and to share content within their networks.  Sparacio 
then reported on some potential topics for future communication content.  The Board 
discussed recent media coverage of various drinking water and water quality topics. 
 
Sparacio then reviewed the updated message management guidance document.  It will 
remain as a living document, so it can be revised as we learn more.  Discussion concluded, 
and Buergi left the meeting at this time. 
 

6. 2022 true-up adjustments and member allocation 
Sparacio presented the 2022 preliminary true-up adjustments and member allocation.  He 
explained that the true-up process now includes only the operational cost and debt service 
cost portions of the rate.  The volume-based rate elements are excluded from the true-up 
process as established in the most recent amendments to the Member Water Purchase 
Agreement.  He noted that the true-up rebate and invoice amounts may be further adjusted 
if there are any additional 2022 expenses yet to come in, but he would expect these to be 
minimal. 
 
Geoff Farr asked about the status of take-or-pay charges from Manitowoc Public Utilities 
(MPU).  Sparacio responded that the small amount that will be charged for 2022 is the 
smallest in many years as water consumption has grown.  He further explained that there 
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remains a small difference between the meters used to allocate costs to the Members and 
the meter used by MPU to bill the Water Authority. 
Motion made by Lawrence, seconded by Allouez to approve the 2022 true-up adjustments 
and Member allocation contingent upon there being no significant changes once all 2022 
expenses are accounted for. 
MOTION UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

 
7. Report on cell-to-cell survey 

Sparacio presented an update on the cell-to-cell survey performed by NIS.  The third-party 
review of the survey work has been completed, and many issues with the survey were 
identified.  Follow up communication with NIS has been initiated, and we await their 
response.  He reported that the Water Authority will continue to take steps toward getting 
the necessary protections in place for the ductile iron pipes regardless of the status of the 
work performed by NIS.  Gary Rosenbeck added that he has also reached out to the Ductile 
Iron Pipe Research Association for assistance and support. 
 
Larry Delo asked what kinds of protection could be added to the affected pipeline.  
Rosenbeck explained that there are two options for adding cathodic protection.  An 
impressed current system could be installed similar to that which is already present for the 
steel pipeline.  Another option would be a passive system of buried sacrificial anodes.  Chris 
Sampson asked what approximate costs could be expected for these systems.  Rosenbeck 
responded that these are relatively small projects that would likely fit into a typical capital 
budget.  Susan Selner asked how payments to NIS should be handled and suggested that the 
Water Authority attempt to at least recover the cost of the third-party review.  There was a 
consensus to wait to see how NIS responds to the Water Authority’s questions before 
deciding how to proceed with cost recovery. 
 

9. Financial report 
Sparacio presented the December financial statements.  He reported on the updated year-
end financial projections.  Despite the significant loss on investment value for the year, he 
expects to see the audit confirm that we stayed within budget overall.  He reminded the 
Board that we will see a reduction in unrestricted cash for the year.  This was intentional, as 
the unrestricted cash balance had continued to climb for the last several years and will still 
have a healthy balance.  It was spent down in 2022 by increasing the Maintenance and 
Replacement reserve fund and by completing the capital projects that had been carried 
forward from previous years. 
Motion made by Lawrence, seconded by Bellevue to approve the financial report. 
MOTION UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 

 

10. Bill payment list 
Sparacio confirmed that there are no changes to the bill payment list as provided in the 
meeting materials.  He noted that a special check run was needed to make the payment to 
EMC for property insurance.  The amount reflects the insurance quote previously approved 
by the Board, so he worked with the Treasurer and President to issue that check on time.  
He is requesting approval of the January bills.  
Motion made by Denmark, seconded by Howard to approve the bill payment list. 
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MOTION UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED 
 

Technical Committee Recommendations: 
11. None. 

 
Project Update and Status Reports: 

12. Engineer’s report 
Rosenbeck suggested that Sparacio report on the main break that occurred on County 
Highway FF.  He further noted that this break appears to be unrelated to the corrosion 
issues we have been investigating.  Sparacio gave an overview of the main break situation 
and repair process.  The repair was successfully completed, and Village of Howard water 
customers were taken care of the entire time. 

 

13. Manager’s report 
Sparacio provided a summary of items he worked on for the past month and his plans for 
the month ahead.  There are no issues or problems to report in addition to the recent main 
break.  He also provided updates on the emergency interconnection discussion with Green 
Bay Water, and the request for follow-up information from the Village of Pulaski.  Sampson 
asked if there is any update on the MPU rate case process.  Sparacio responded that the 
Water Authority had an opportunity to collaborate with MPU on their most recent response 
to the Public Service Commission, and this was very helpful. 

 
Old Business 

14. None. 
 

New Business 
15. None. 

 
Next Meeting: 
The next meeting is scheduled for February 22, 2023. 
 
Adjourn: 
Motion made and seconded to adjourn at 4:15 p.m. 
MOTION UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nicolas Sparacio 


